Introduction to comparative Mythology

                        The Great Red Dragon and the Women Clothed with the Sun 1805-1810 

                         William Blake

                                                                   Valencia College

HUM2310
This class is for three credit hours

Prerequisite: ENC 1101

Professor Bob G. Warren
It would be a good idea for you to take the time to read this entire syllabus. I sprinkle quotes and commentary in the syllabus on purpose.  If you come across anything that interests you, ask me about responding in some way.  In my class you can help the grades you make on the major assignments (essays), which will be discussed later, by showing an intellectual curiosity and participation with other relevant material; however, there is no independent extra credit given in my class.  The focus is on the richness and information you bring to each essay. 
“The study of myths – mythology- has a long, rich and  highly contested history of debate about exactly what myths are, what they do, and why they are worthy of systematic study.  Because of the complexity of such considerations about myths, any short answer to the question ‘why study myth?’ will be, at best, only a starting place.  Yet this very complexity is one of the reasons why such study can be so exciting.  The study of myth is a field of inquiry that ranges from the earliest known history of humanity up to and including contemporary cultures and societies and even our own individual senses of the self in the world.”  Scott Leonard and Michael McClure from their introduction to Myth and Knowing: an introduction to World Mythology
Important Dates and other Info:



Important Dates: https://valenciacollege.edu/academics/calendar/documents/important-dates-calendar-2019-2020.pdf


CAREconcern Community Resources 


[image: image1.emf]CAREconcern  Resources flyer.pdf


Keep Learning Resources for learning online
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Distance Tutoring & Technology Support at Valencia: You can easily access Valencia’s free distance tutoring and tech support from a computer, laptop or mobile device.

Distance tutoring services are provided fully online via Zoom.   Through this service, you will receive real-time assistance via a Valencia tutor.  Online tutoring is offered in: mathematics, sciences, accounting & economics, computer programming, EAP and foreign languages, and writing.

Online Learning Technology Support services are also available. Students can receive assistance with navigating: Canvas, OneDrive, Zoom, YouTube, and Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, & PowerPoint).  Support is also provided for video editing (via iMovie and MovieMaker) and converting documents from a Mac to PC.  Tech support is available live (on-demand) via Zoom, by appointment, or via email.   Students are encouraged to use the 24/7 Canvas Help located inside Canvas by clicking on the “Help” icon.
To get started using the Distance Tutoring and Learning Technology Support services, please visit www.valenciacollege.edu/tutoring.  Through this site, you can view the schedule of tutors/tech support assistants, find available times, learn more about the services, and access a collection of supplemental resources that are available 24/7.

Hours of Operation:

Monday-Friday: 8 am – 10 pm

Saturday & Sunday: 9 am – 7 pm

What are we doing in this class?

My focus as a professor is the advancement of critical thinking. This will be measured by the essays you produce, which will take into consideration all aspects of the class materials and discussions. There are many perspectives on the function of mythology, which Margaret K. Devinney and Eva M. Thury in the preface of our text calls “received mythology” from the past, namely mythology that is now essentially connected to our modern conception by the thinnest of threads; yet, we can still trace this thread through our culture in current religions as well as entertainment, art and other forms of narrative.  The connection becomes more profound if we concede the possibility that the human mind works, in some way, in a universally recognizable pattern, which is the main approach to myth we will take as a class.  We will talk about this in much more detail as we work through our textbook.  This will involve many fields, from philosophy, psychology, and anthropology to behavioral science and evolutionary biology. We will be examining and critically thinking about the intellectual history of comparative mythological studies, with the focus being on the progression of critical thinking and essay writing.
You should take notes…and then take notes from your notes, tying together the textbook information with the lecture and other materials.  If you are passive and do not think through the ideas in the class, take notes, try to tie the ideas together with the stories, you will not be as successful.

	“The Life of a mythology derives the vitality of its symbols as metaphors delivering, not simply the idea, but a sense of actual participation in such a realization of transcendence, infinity, and abundance, as this of which the Upanishadic authors tell.  Indeed, the first and most essential service of a mythology is this one, of opening the mind and heart to the utter wonder of all being.  And the second service, then, is cosmological: of representing the universe and whole spectacle of nature, both as known to the mind and as beheld by the eye, as an epiphany of such kind that when lightning flashes, or a setting sun ignites the sky, or a deer is seen standing alerted, the exclamation “Ah!” may be uttered as a recognition of divinity.” Question: What, from this quote, is Campbell’s notion of the essential religious experience?





Joseph Campbell from The Inner Reaches of Outer Space




	“Song of the Thunders”

Sometimes I,


I go about pitying


Myself


While I am carried by the wind


Across the sky.  

    (Ojibwa Native American Tribe) 

Traditional, translated by Simon Ortiz in his collection of poetry, Woven Stone



“Before the ocean was, or earth, or heaven,
Nature was all alike, shapelessness, 

Chaos, so-called, all rude and lumpy matter,

Nothing but bulk, inert, in whose confusion

Discordant atoms warred: there was no sun

To light the universe; there was no moon

With slender silver crescents filling slowly;

No sea reached far along the fringe of shore.

Land, to be sure, there was, and air, and ocean,

But land on which no man could stand, and water

No man could swim in, air no man could breathe,

Air without light, substance forever changing,

Forever at war; within a single body

Heat fought with cold, wet fought with dry, the hard

Fought with the soft, things having weight contended

With weightless things.




Till God, or kindlier Nature,

Settled all argument, and separated
Heaven from earth, water from land, our air

From the high stratosphere, a liberation

So things evolved, and out of blind confusion

Found each its place, bound in eternal order.

The force of fire, that weightless element,

Leaped up and claimed the highest place in heaven;

Below it, air; and under them the earth

Sank with its grosser portions; and the water,

Lowest of all, held up, held in, the land.”

 The Opening of Ovid’s Metamorphoses:  This is from the 1955 translation by Rolfe Humphries; my personal favorite translation so far. 
	“…the metaphysical concepts of the archaic world were not always formulated in theoretical language; but the symbol, the myth, the rite, express, on different planes and through the means proper to them, a complex system of coherent affirmations about the ultimate reality of things, a system that can be regarded as constituting a metaphysics.”   From The Myth of the Eternal Return by Mircea Eliade




Think about above the quotes.  Take some time with them.  As you go through the class, your appreciation of the content in each class will shift as you thinking becomes more grounded and coherent.

Email Rules:
 I will not answer an email that does not identify your name, the class (prefix and CRN) and the time and the day, as well, of course, the issue, in the subject as a new email, not as an response to anything I have sent you in the class. You should write your email using full grammatical rules and sign it.  I will never answer an email regarding material you missed in class due to absence unless we have arranged it prior or you can prove it was an emergency. I repeat, I will not answer email with no prefix, CRN, name, and subject or with questions about what you missed if you were absent without a prior arrangement or proof of emergency, so if you are wondering why you are not getting answers to your email, I will know you have not looked at the syllabus. If there is a credible reason, make an appointment to come by and ask me in person.  I will be more than happy to discuss it with you in that manner.
Do not submit assignments via E-mail without prior approval! 
	Point of interest:  Mircea Eliade, the person I quoted earlier, maintained in his own view of religion that the concepts of the spiritual world the more recent concepts of the scientific world are two totally different mental realities.  The philosopher Wittgenstein might agree that at least they are different language systems.  Eliade did not agree that the myth of the past was a mere attempt to answer the same questions that science now answers.  I should note that the editors and authors of our introductory textbook mention this, but they take the far more popular view that mythos (truth/knowledge through narrative) and logos (truth/knowledge through logic) are not mutually exclusive, rather they overlap depending on degree, sometimes being a primitive version of the same kind of mental inquiry on the part of humanity. In other words, narrative about the world would be replaced with logic with the advancement of human inquiry. Thury and Devinney would have no trouble suggesting that a good amount of myth is proto-scientific ways of thinking about the world.  Both of these views maintain some merit in comparative mythology, but Eliade’s notion is certainly held by fewer and fewer people, although that does not mean he is incorrect. This means that indeed some of the ancient myth, according to the view maintained in our main textbook, is both narrative as well as proto-science, particularly in the case of Hesiod’s Works and Days and Theogony. We will discuss this in detail.  Eliade is typically referring, by using the word archaic, to a way of thinking and a type of human response that may in fact be lost to us and would predate the classical work of Hesiod, Homer, or for that matter any literate myth with which we have access. I realize that this point or discussion may be gobbledygook to you at the moment, but we keep coming back to these ideas as we go through the class.



Office Hours
	Professor Warren Office Hours
Bwarren11@valenciacollege.edu    
	

	M: 2pm-4pm, T: 1pm-4pm, W: 2pm-4pm
R: 2pm-4pm, F: 2pm-3pm

Due to Covid 19, all office hours are virtual
	If you need to make a special appointment or need to talk to me for any reason, please feel to email me and make arrangements. I will give you my cell # and we can talk. 


	“We stand upon the foundation reared by the generations that have gone before, and we can but dimly realize the painful and prolonged efforts which it has cost humanity to struggle up to the point, no very exalted one after all, which we have reached…The amount of new knowledge which one age, certainly one man, can add to the common store is small, and it argues stupidity or dishonesty, besides ingratitude, to ignore the heap while vaunting the few grains which it may have been our privilege to add to it…contempt and ridicule or abhorrence and denunciation are too often the only recognition vouchsafed to the savage [in our class we will refer to so-called savage or primitive peoples as primal]  and his ways. Yet of the benefactors whom we are bound thankfully to commemorate, many, perhaps most, were savages.”     Sir James George Frazer from The Golden Bough:  



Required Texts & Materials:

Introduction to Mythology ed. by Eva m. Thury and Margaret k. Devinney 4nd ed. Oxford University Press
Myths to Live By written by Joseph Campbell (Any addition)
Both of these texts are required reading this semester. I will start reading assignments the second class. 

Behavior and other rules:
How you could potentially fail my class or be asked to leave and be counted as absent….make sure you read.

Keep in mind or any online discussion or class chat during the semester:
Overtly racist or bigoted comments about sexual orientation, race, gender, nationality, religion or creed, politics, etc, may, upon my discretion, harm your grade or worse. If a situation is bad enough to warrant it, you may end up in front of the dean of students. I encourage critical thinking and academic questioning.  Legitimate critical thinking is absolutely not considered rude or disrespectful, but it must be done within an academic framework for the purposes of this class’s academic goals. Mere personal opinion, while important to each of us, is not particularly valuable in academics at this level of analysis, though it may help inspire your critical drive. Keep this in mind …we must all work together in the class discussions, and while I want there to be open honest discussion, I do not want you to forget your manners and your ethics when dealing with other people.  This is not Facebook, this is not going to be modelled on culture at large, whatsoever. If you do not reflect on the ethics of your approach to social interaction, now would be as good a time to start. When in doubt, feel free to ask. Keep in mind that use of a cell phone to text during class is absolutely forbidden and counts as disruptive behavior in this class. See technology section for more about tech in the classroom. 
	“We [empiricists] never prove a theory right; we merely fail to prove it wrong.” Karl Popper  


Other Class Protocol:
· Students with disabilities/special needs should contact me with OSD forms for appropriate adjustments and/or accommodations in class. This is up to you.  If you do not inform me that you have special needs, I officially do not know and do not have to accommodate you.  I will try of course, but I need to know what you need to make the class work for you.
· Baycare Behavioral Health’s Student Assistance Program

Include this statement, which is useful to students in need of private counseling:


“Valencia is committed to making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help that may assist them with psychological issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work.  Students have 24 hour unlimited access to the Baycare Behavioral Health’s confidential student assistance program phone counseling services by calling (800) 878-5470.  Three free confidential face-to-face counseling sessions are also available to students.”
Other important things to keep in mind:

Please know that this is my first online semester.  I know that may be true for many of your as well.  I am attempting to learn the best way to deliver content for you, but as it is new to me I am also keeping in mind that I will be flexible as I can with your grades and assignments you are to turn in to me.  However, you must try to get everything in on time.  If you have a problem doing that at any point, you need to let me know. This is a tough time due to the circumstances of the pandemic, but we are all in it together, and with that in mind, while I do take off as indicated below, please contact me if you have a significant problem and I will work with you, I promise. But, you have to contact me in a timely fashion; do not wait several late days. 
All late work is subject to losing a letter grade at my discretion (10%) per day, including weekends. I do take into consideration that life is not fair and that things can get in the way, but it better be good. I sometimes have to follow these rules, but in the end I try my best to facilitate your learning.
Course Requirements & Grades:

My rubric is professionally subjective in relation to the topic, grammatical in the sense that you either clearly communicate or not, and stylistic in the sense that you have a thesis and support it, but if you are eloquent while doing so, even better.  Every support of your thesis is subject to point loss.  Your thesis is subject to point loss, your conclusion is subject to point loss.

Here is the breakdown for essays:

100% = A

Thesis = 35%

Body (support) = 35%

Conclusion = 30%

 This is the basic rubric by which I will determine the grade of an essay. I will comment on each aspect of your essays. Since I am not teaching this as a composition instructor, I will be focusing my rubric on the four main aspects mentioned above: 1.Thesis construction 2. The Body paragraphs, specifically the effectiveness of your support, must work in conjunction with your thesis 3.Conclusion paragraph 4. Do you use effective citation or not (always MLA for this class).  Citation comes out of the body and conclusion percentage. 
Each paper’s length is subject to change, though there will be an average length on most papers of four pages double-spaced.  
I do look for proofread papers that strive to communicate ideas with an eye towards analysis.  Though I stress that the ultimate source of your analysis is you, the student, you must rely on supporting evidence from the analytical tools as well as the primary source material for your opinion to retain any validity. In many ways you will be constructing a point of view out of preexisting ideas, but this is natural.  You are students, non-professionals at mythology, etc., and there will be times when you merely need to show you understand.  Novel thesis ideas are far and few in between, and must be supported with evidence, but if you think you have a novel idea, come see me and let’s find out.  For you it is important to understand this is an exercise; this is school, this is not a professional paper because you have no authority on your own, which means that support is non-optional. 
Always be making connections.
In other words, though I respect you as students, and I respect your opinions in general, I cannot accept your opinion academically unless you understand how exactly you have come to have your opinion and why you can have your opinion.  This takes some amount of research and reading, taking clues from the class and the textbook, and any further reading you may elect to do on your own.  I always can suggest further reading on many topics. 

Grammar may not be stressed, but it will be noticed if sloppy and bumpy when I am reading the paper and certainly if your grammar or your style is particularly bad, this will be reflected in your grade.  When in doubt, go work on your skills in the writing lab, though please do not expect them to do your proofreading; they are there to help you help yourself with grammatical and conceptual difficulties, not to proofread.
Revision Policy:

I allow for revision of the essay and writing work in the class if it is turned in on time and you attempted to follow the prompt.  When you get your essay graded, if you have met the minimum requirements and it is in on time, you can choose to rewrite, unless we are in the last week of the semester. The assignment at the end of the semester cannot be rewritten. 
Academic Dishonesty:

 Quite simply, all work that you turn in MUST be your own, original work. Any and all outside sources MUST BE documented, or you are committing plagiarism, an offense punishable by a failing grade on the assignment and/or a failing grade in the course. Ignorance of MLA citation is no defense; even inadvertent plagiarism subjects the writer to these consequences. Note that MLA is now in its seventh addition and many aspects have changed, which you should look up if you are in doubt. 
Plagiarism is unacceptable

All work submitted for credit in this class must be the product of the individual student’s own original thoughts supported and informed by appropriately documented and credited sources. Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s words, ideas, pictures, design, and/or intellectual property without the correct documentation and punctuation. 

If you so plagiarize, you risk automatic failure of the assignment and possibly the class, depending on how serious the problem.
Format for assignments:

All assignments written outside of class and uploaded to Canvas.
The Four Main Assignments
The four main essays are equally 23.75% of your final grade, which may or may not be further affected by other factors mentioned in this syllabus.  Each essay follows the section of lecture within that period of the class and will be using all the relevant information in their construction. 5% is attendance.  Keep in mind that behavioral issues and extra credit can be added to any of these percentages, which includes reading quizzes that will sometimes be counted in class. 
Unit One: What is Myth?
Unit Two: Creation Mythology and the Emergence of Mankind

Unit Three: The Hero
Unit Four: Ritual
All the content in this class connects. You will notice that there will be similarities and overlap with theory and ideas about where myth originates in the species.  The more connections you make in your writing, the better your grade. 
One last point:

Implicit in this class is a historical-critical approach to religious matters in keeping with academic standards.  We are also going to look through the lens of influential ideas and concepts at human artifacts, which you may not agree with or enjoy.  Your agreement is not necessary, nor is your disagreement.  We are only trying to expand our thinking about these matters. This method often precludes devotional understandings for the purposes of the class, or to use other words, dogmatic, orthodox or fundamental understandings of a religious text or the world through one lens. Though your religion is important to you, it is not essential to this class, nor is devotional understandings adequate as a form of academic analysis. Comparative mythology is not about devotion, it is about analysis.  I am not asking you to not have personal opinions or beliefs of course, but I am insisting that to write in relation to your already held convictions is self-serving and not critical thinking.  You do not have to agree or disagree, you merely have to understand and communicate. It is likely that you will be faced with ideas that are both strange and perhaps even disturbing, but that is partly what learning is about. When we study mythology, no system is above or better than another, they are all biological, cultural, social, evolving constructions in terms of the course.
To put this matter another way, we are in no way debating or even considering the question, “Is there a God?”  If we do consider this question it would only be imaginatively and in context rather than a striving for proof.  Mythological systems evaluated in the manner in which we are, academically, are held as texts, works of literature and history that are held to the analytical techniques of literature, anthropological and historical documents.  The culture is a social structure, and as such, the comparative study of mythology is dealing with what can be known, what can be said, and what science can be brought to the table is relevant as well, as long as it is good science, empirically grounded and falsifiable. The metaphysical concept of “God” or “god(s)” is part of a mythology culturally speaking, but proof of God is not the point of the class.
Disclaimer:

Anything in this syllabus may be changed by the instructor. Any changes will be made in class and/or via Atlas. Students enrolled in this class after the drop/refund deadline AUTOMATICALLY accept and agree to abide by this syllabus.  It is my discretion to allocate failing grades, ask students to leave, or drop any student that causes trouble for the class as a whole and refuses to abide by class rules.  
	“Consciousness is the aspect of our humanity that is most obviously – and famously – incompatible with reductionism; it is seen by many as our best evidence, indeed for some proof, of the existence of a Creator God.  It there is a soul, we tend to think it is located in consciousness or synonymous with it.  Thus when the Catholic Church recently embraced the theory of evolution, it was careful to restrict its endorsement to the evolution of the body, not the mind.” Stuart A. Kaufman’s Reinventing the Sacred: a new View of Science, Reason, and Religion




	What about this critical comment from the late great Alan Watts?

“Man’s biological unity is merely an instrumental unity. All have the same instruments, but their life consists in what they do with them.  Thus to be united in action we must agree about ends, which means that we must agree philosophically.  To agree to differ, to let everyone follow quite independent or contradictory views of man’s end, is merely to agree not to have any true social union, and to let our society disintegrate spiritually as it is in fact now doing.”

Alan Watts The Supreme Identity: An Essay on the Oriental 

Metaphysic and the Christian Religion


	 “Madmen they all seem to me, clambering monkeys and overeager. To me their idol smells foul, the cold monster: to me they all smell foul, these idolaters… when Zarathustra was alone, he spoke thus to his heart…God is Dead.”  Friedrich Nietzsche Thus Spoke Zarathustra



A list of related work about science, religion, and myth, as well as topics dealing with Myth that you may read, just let me know what you are doing if you want this work to reflect your final grade average of the essays at the end of the semester. Sometimes several titles are mentioned.  I will add to this list in class and I welcome inquiry into these topics, so feel free to ask.  Anytime feel free to ask me about source material and academic material about any aspect of our course. Some of these titles are skeptical works about belief and religion.  They are on this list to provide alternative perspectives on the subject of belief.  I will add more as the course goes on from time to time. I do not suggest any of these books are correct or my own opinion, but they are influential and interesting to consider.
1. Stuart A. Kaufman Reinventing the Sacred  
2. Bart Ehrman  Misquoting Jesus,  Jesus, Interrupted,  God’s Problem  
3. Daniel Dennett Breaking the Spell: Religion as a Natural Phenomena, Consciousness Explained, Elbow Room, Freedom Evolves, The Mind’s Eye w/ Douglas Hofstadter, Brainstorms, Darwin’s Dangerous Idea
4. Christopher Hitchens’ God is not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything
5. Stephen Pinker The Language Instinct
6. Lakoff and Johnson Philosophy in the Flesh
7. Harold Bloom The Lucifer Complex
8. Richard Dawkins The God Delusion
9.  Sam Harris The End of Faith, Letter to a Christian Nation
10.  Guy Murchie The Seven Mysteries of Life
11.  Joseph Campbell The Masks of God Series (4 part book series), The Hero with a Thousand Faces, The Inner Reaches of Outer Space, The Mythic Image, The Power of Myth book
12.  Maya Deren Divine Horsemen: The Living Gods of Haiti (forward by J. Campbell)
13.  David Carrasco City of Sacrifice: The Aztec Empire and the Role of Violence in Civilization
14.  Mircea Eliade The Myth of the Eternal Return, The Two and the One 
15.  Sir James Frazer The Golden Bough 
16.  Ed. James M. Robinson The Nag Hammadi Library
17.  Elaine Pagels The Gnostic Gospels, Beyond Belief: The Gospel of Thomas
18.  John Lindow Norse Mythology: A guide to the Gods, Heroes, rituals, and Beliefs
19.  Ed. Murford and Lenardon Classical Mythology
20.  Trans. by Jane Smiley Sagas of the Icelanders (Must be the Smiley translation)
21.   Trans. by Seamus Heaney Beowulf (must be the Heaney translation)
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AIDS Services 


AIDS Hotline, CDC 1-800-232-4636
Health Dept (Orange) 407-836-2600 
Hope & Help 407-645-2577
AIDS Hotline, Florida 1-800-352-2437
Health Dept (Seminole) 407-665-3000
Batterer Intervention Programs 


Abolish Abuse 407-876-7757 


Families Against Abuse 407-260-6343


Child Care


4C Childcare Referral Service 407-522-2252
Clothing/Personal Items 


Frontline Outreach 407-293-3000 
Lighthouse Mission 407-291-0124 
Loaves & Fishes 407-886-6005 
Crisis Services 


Crisis Text Line 741741 
Harbor House Crisis Hotline 407-886-2856
Sexual Assault Helpline 407-500-HEAL
Dental Care 
Orange County Dental 407-425-3381
Central Florida Dental 407-898-1525
Disability Assistance 


Center for Independent Living 407-623-1070
Vocational Rehabilitation 800-451-4327 
Document Support 


IDignity Orlando 407-792-1374 
Domestic Violence


HELP NOW Osceola 407-847-8562 
Victim Service Center 407-254-9415 
Harbor House 407-886-2856
Drug/Alcohol Treatment 
Center for Drug-free Living 407-245-0010
Employment Assistance 


Agricultural/Labor Program 863-956-3491
Career Source 407-531-1223 
Goodwill Job Connection Center 407-235-1500  
Financial Assistance 


United Way 407-839-4357 
Salvation Army 407-423-8581
American Red Cross 407-894-4141 
Community Service Center 407-654-5161
Urban League 407-841-7654
Financial Counseling  


Catholic Social Services 407-658-1818 
Frontline Outreach 407-293-3000 
Loaves & Fishes 407-886-6005  
FL Dept. of Children & Families 


Child Protection 1-800-962-2873  


COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Health Services 


AIDS Hotline 1-800-352-2437
Healthcare Center for Homeless Dial 2-1-1, or


407-428-5751
Central Florida Health Center 407-322-8645
Shepard’s Hope 407-876-6699
Orange County Health Dept. 407-296-5177  
Homeless Shelters


Rescue Mission 407-422-4855
Salvation Army 407-423-8581 
Homeless Services Network of            
Central Florida 407-893-0133


Housing Assistance


Housing Authority (Orlando) 407-894-1500  
H.A.N.D.S 407-447-5686
Legal Aid


Legal Aid Society 407-841-8310
LGBT+ Services


Transgender Suicide Hotline 1-877-565-8860
Urban League 407-841-7654
The Center      407-228-8272
Medicine


www.needymeds.org
Mental Health Services


ASPIRE Health Partners 407-831-2411
South Seminole Hospital 407-767-1200
FL Hospital Center for Psychiatry 407-303-8533
NAMI 800-950-6264
Jewish Family Services 407-644-7593
Orange Technical Colleges


Mid Florida 407-251-6047
Orlando 407-246-7060
Westside 407-905-2018
Winter Park 407-622-2900
Pregnancy Services


Catholic Social Services 407-658-1818
Orange County Health Dept. 407-836-2650


407-836-2600
Planned Parenthood 407-246-1788
SELF Injury Hotline  1-800-DONTCUT


Senior Services


Senior Resource Alliance 407-514-1800


Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
1-800-273-TALK 
(8255)


Support Groups


Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 407-260-5408
Narcotics Anonymous (NA ) 407-425-5157
Transportation


Lynx/Tri County Transit  golynx.com 407-841-2279
United Way  2-1-1


concern
CARE 







COUNSELOR TEAM 407-582-1351                                     SSB 206


CARE:    Remy Ansiello, Ed.D ransiello@valenciacollege.edu


Tullio Bushrui, Ed.D tbushrui@valenciacollege.edu


Fontella Jones, MA fjones01@valenciacollege.edu


              Jennifer Papoula, MA jpapoula@valenciacollege.edu


Career:  Celeste Henry, Ed.D chenry19@valenciacollege.edu


STUDENT DEVELOPMENT 407-582-1607                                     3-147


Pookies Pantry Food and hygiene products


Housing Resources Local housing information


Clubs and Organizations Volunteer opportunities


STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 407-582-1523                                     SSB 102


Classroom Accommodations/Assistive Technology


Academic Advising


Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing services


LEARNING SUPPORT valenciacollege.edu/learning-support/


CAMPUS SECURITY 407-582-1000                                     SSB 170


Campus emergency assistance • Car issues: Locked out of car/battery low • Escort to vehicle


VALENCIA FOUNDATION 407-582-3150                               valencia.org


Tuition and Textbook Scholarships


SKILLSHOPS valenciacollege.edu/skillshops


*Free* Workshop topics include financial literacy, emotional and academic wellbeing, career development 
and more.


STUDENT RESOLUTION WEBSITE


https://valenciacollege.edu/students/disputes


CAREER CENTER 407-582-1464 


Career/Major Exploration - Job Search Preparation valenciacollege.edu/careercenter


HEALTH AND WELLNESS RESOURCES


http://libguides.valenciacollege.edu/westcounselors


https://goaskalice.columbia.edu/


https://ulifeline.org/


Valencia College Dental Hygiene Clinic 407-582-1305


BAYCARE - FREE and Confidential 800-878-5470


Student Assistance/Counseling and Therapy


Communications Center	 Reading, Writing, English, Speech, and EAP Support 	 5-155
Library	 Research assistance and equipment for check-out 	 6
Math Center	 Developmental and Intermediate Algebra 	 7-241
Tutoring Center	 Math, Science, Languages, Business, Government 	 7-240
Writing Center	 Essays, Speeches, Grammar, Scholarship Essays 	 5-155
Smarthinking Online Tutoring	 24/7 academic and career support; Access in Courses tab of Atlas


COLLEGE RESOURCES
West


concern
CARE 


■  Alcohol/Drug Use
■ Anger Management


■  Problems at Home
■  Work/Study Schedule
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Keep Learning Resource Guide 
 
 
Virtual Support Services and Resources - Valencia College is concerned about our students and 
community members during the COVID-19 situation.  Below, is a list of resources and virtual 
support services we have assembled into various categories to help you succeed.  
 
Top Five Resources 
Here are some of the top resources to get you started and connected to some great tips, tricks, 
and tools!  
 


 Virtual Answer Center: You can now connect with an Answer Center advisor virtually 


through Zoom! In our virtual Answer Center, student services advisors are available to 


assist you with questions about admissions, financial aid, assessment, transcripts, 


residency and more.  Visit https://valenciacollege.edu/students/answer-center/  to 


learn more and get started. 


 Academic Advising: Have questions about your courses?  Advisors are available virtually 


by email (advising@valenciacollege.edu ) or through live chat at 


https://valenciacollege.edu/about/support/atlas-advising-chat-setup.php .  


 Valencia’s Virtual Tutoring Service: In response to COVID-19, Valencia’s tutoring 


services have moved online and are now being offered for accounting & economics, 


computer programming, math, EAP and foreign languages, science, and writing.  To get 


started, please visit https://libguides.valenciacollege.edu/c.php?g=1014597&p=7348794  


and self-enroll in the tutoring courses in Canvas.  This is where you will access the links 


to live tutoring (via Zoom), as well as the schedule of tutors, times, and services.   


 Valencia Counselors: Our Valencia Counselors are here for guidance and support. Please 


visit https://valenciacc.ut1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_40fCWDqhRBjrNrv   to set up a 


non-emergency appointment. Please note that it may take up to 24 hours for a 


counselor to contact you.  If you are experiencing a mental health emergency please 


contact BayCare (800) 878-5470 or 9-1-1.  


 Laptop Request: Valencia College has a limited number of laptops available on a first 


come, first serve basis for student use during this time.  Please visit 


www.valenciacollege.edu/laptop  to submit a request.  Note: This link will direct you to 


Atlas to complete the request form.  For questions, please email 


laptops@valenciacollege.edu  or call Enrollment Services at 407-582-1507.  


 
  
Academic Resources 
We want you to stay connected to the latest academic resources we have available to you 
during this transitional time.  
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 Valencia’s Virtual Tutoring Service: In response to COVID-19, Valencia’s tutoring 


services have moved online and are now being offered for accounting & economics, 


computer programming, math, EAP and foreign languages, science, and writing.  To get 


started, visit https://libguides.valenciacollege.edu/c.php?g=1014597&p=7348794  and 


self-enroll in the tutoring courses in Canvas.  This is where you will access the links to 


live tutoring (via Zoom), as well as the schedule of tutors, times, and services.   


 Smarthinking: Smarthinking is an online tutoring tool available to all of Valencia’s 


students. You can access Smarthinking through the Courses tab in Atlas, in the My 


Courses channel.  While some subjects are available 24/7, others are by appointment 


only, so Smarthinking is best used as a back-up to Valencia’s virtual tutoring service, not 


as a replacement. Smarthinking is also available for you on both iOS and Android 


devices. https://valenciacollege.edu/students/learning-support/smarthinking-online-


tutoring.php  


 Quick Start Library Guide: Use this handy guide to learn about and gain access to all the 


library resources from home or on-the-go.  Visit 


http://libguides.valenciacollege.edu/quickstartlibraryguide  to get started! 


 Keep Learning: Visit https://valenciacollege.edu/students/online/keep-learning/  if you 


are still unable to find what you are looking for, please visit our Keep Learning webpage 


to get information on a wide range of resources and online learning tips. 


 


  
Student Services and Community Resources 
No question is too big or small, and we are here to help! Just reach out to us at any of the links 
below to get the support you need.  
 


 Virtual Answer Center: You can now connect with an Answer Center advisor virtually 


through Zoom! In our virtual Answer Center, student services advisors are available to 


assist you with questions about admissions, financial aid, assessment, transcripts, 


residency and more.  Visit https://valenciacollege.edu/students/answer-center/  to 


learn more and get started. 


 Academic Advising: Have questions about your courses?  No problem! Advisors are 


available virtually by email (advising@valenciacollege.edu ) or through live chat at 


https://valenciacollege.edu/about/support/atlas-advising-chat-setup.php .  


 Valencia Counselors: Our Valencia Counselors are here for guidance and support. Please 


visit https://valenciacc.ut1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_40fCWDqhRBjrNrv   to set up a 


non-emergency appointment. Please note that it may take up to 24 hours for a 


counselor to contact you.  If you are experiencing a mental health emergency please 


contact BayCare (800) 878-5470 or 9-1-1.  


 Community Resources: We know this is a time of change, so if you find yourself in need 


of additional resources, please visit https://valenciacollege.edu/alerts/coronavirus-


community-resources.php   to view a list of local and national resources that may be 


helpful to you or your family as we navigate this together. 
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 Student FAQs: Visit 


https://docs.google.com/document/d/165dZBgTfUljIXMZd2DoP9RWsbhLIfYd_CTC4LEtg


PjU/edit  for answers to frequently asked questions and updates related to COVID-19.   


  
Technology Support 
New to Canvas or Zoom? Or just needing a refresher? We have you covered! Our support 
ranges from online resources to Atlas assistance.  
 


 Learning Technology Support: Visit 


https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/LearningSupportEastTechnology@valenci


acollege.edu/bookings/  to get live support for Canvas and Microsoft Office, as well as 


device support for iPads and Macbooks. 


 Laptop Request: Valencia College has a limited number of laptops available on a first 


come, first serve basis for student use during this time.  Please visit 


www.valenciacollege.edu/laptop  to submit a request.  Note: This link will direct you to 


Atlas to complete the request form.  For questions, please email 


laptops@valenciacollege.edu  or call Enrollment Services at 407-582-1507.  


 Canvas FAQs: Visit https://valenciacollege.edu/faculty/canvas-resources/student-


faqs.php  for resources and information about Canvas.  Canvas support is also available 


24 hours a day by calling 407-582-5600. 


 Getting Started with Zoom: First time navigating Zoom, we are here to help! Please visit 


https://docs.google.com/document/d/17fkaEthRrYCXbR9SYT1JyYoD02F2lqXNr14UCozD


tYc/edit  to help you connect with Zoom inside your Canvas courses. 


 Atlas Support: All Atlas related questions, please reach out to 407-582-5444 or contact 


the student help desk at askatlas@valenciacollege.edu  to receive assistance with Atlas 


or your Atlas account. 
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